THE VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS

In this lesson we will be discussing the backgrobeldind John the baptizer and then we
will focus on his work as he proclaimed the comafighe coming of the Lord. The best
place to learn the most details about his backgtaesifrom Luke 1.

Luke 1:5 There was in the days of Herod, the kingfaJudea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wifewas of the daughters of Aaron, and her
namewas Elizabeth.

Here we have John’s father and mother named, Wwaht you notice what Curtis Cates
tells us about Zacharias:

As the population grew and especially as the nurabpriests multiplied during David’s
day (1 Chron. 24:7-18), since the priests werdeffamily of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi,
who did not go to war and consequently were notedeg in numbers because of war,
David divided the priest into twenty-four coursespodies, each of whom would serve
one week. Each course would serve twice durinydlae, making forty-eight weeks. In
addition, all the priests would serve during thneseks of the year. After the Babylonian
captivity, the priests were again divided into cms; the practice persisted until the
destruction of the temple and Jerusalem at theshahthe Romans (A.D. 70).

Zacharias’ course was Abijah, the eighth in thie(lisChron. 24:10); thus he would serve
eight weeks into the Jewish into the Jewish year¢ckvbegan in April (not counting the
week of the Passover) and would serve six montks. la

Note: one can calculate the general time of th&'lsdirth by figuring 1. the week of
Zacharias’ service, 2. the week of Pentecost, iitivhe would also serve, 3. giving
Zacharias time to get home (several days), theolaline (approximately), 4. adding six
months until Mary’s conception, the last of Decemlheke 1:26), and 5. adding the nine
months until Christ’s birth 9the last of Septemli&ely). Or, it could have been during
the second round of services that [Zacharias] wasrgy during the year, making
Christ’s birth six months later, or March. The eande favors the early date.

Luke 1:6 And they were both righteous before God, alking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameles<.But they had no child,
because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both Wadvanced in years.

These two remind me of Abraham and Sarah who weeerghteous before God who
struggled with having a child. Zacharias and hifewept the Law of Moses with all its
ordinances. These two are great example of a guuligle.

Luke 1:8 So it was, that while he was serving as jast before God in the order of his
division, ° according to the custom of the priesthood, his Idell to burn incense
when he went into the temple of the Lord.*® And the whole multitude of the people
was praying outside at the hour of incense.



According to the Law of Moses, this burning of theense was done before the morning
sacrifice and after the evening sacrifice on therdhat stood before the veil which
separated the Holy place from the Holy of Holielse Tising incense symbolized the
prayers of the people ascending to God.

Luke 1:11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to himstanding on the right side of
the altar of incense.*?> And when Zacharias sawhim, he was troubled, and fear fell
upon him. * But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zachrias, for your
prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bearyou a son, and you shall call his
name John. **"And you will have joy and gladness, and many wilkejoice at his
birth. *°"For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, ard shall drink neither wine
nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's
womb. **"And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.
"He will also go before Him in the spirit and powerof Elijah, 'to turn the hearts of
the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedientd the wisdom of the just, to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord."

As we will see, this angel is Gabriel. | can jusagine how startled Zacharias was. There
he was concentrating on performing his duty and #@ikof sudden an angel appears.
That would be enough to trouble anyone. While Galbries calm Zacharias down, |

have a feeling that it made him more anxious theen@abriel talked because he was
telling him wonderful things about his long awaitsh.

It should have helped his nerves some knowingttieaingle was not there to punish
him. I can also imagine how overwhelmed with awevias when he found out that his
prayers were being answered and that his son wag goplay an important role in the
lives of his fellow Jews.

His name was to be John, which means “Jehovatasayrs.” He was going to bring
great joy to his parents and to many people. Jamte be raised with what seems to be
similar to the Nazirite vow. The reason | say sanils because many of the restrictions
of the Nazirite vow are not listed (Num. 6).

John would be filled with the Holy Sprit while insrmother’s womb. This does not
necessarily mean that he was inspired from the wdprobably was done to show
that he was sanctified and chosen by God to carryhe task of being the forerunner of
Christ. As David proclaimed:

Psalm 22:9 But Youare He who took Me out of the womb; You made Me trustvhile
on My mother's breasts. ° | was cast upon You from birth. From My mother's
womb You have been My God.

Gabriel also told him that John’s work would inctuidirning many of his people to God.
Talking about having a high standard for your ghilohn would have a lot to live up to.
Gabriel is not teaching reincarnation when he baigvould come in the spirit and power



of Elijah. He was saying that he would resemblgkllife and work. It is with this
thought in mind that Malachi made his prophecy in:

Malachi 4:5 Behold, | will send you Elijah the proghet Before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the LORD. ® And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to
the children, And the hearts of the children to thé fathers, Lest | come and strike
the earth with a curse.”

Jesus confirms that John fulfilled Malachi proph@dy. 11:14).

Luke 1:18 And Zacharias said to the angel, "How shial know this? For | am an old
man, and my wife is well advanced in years."® And the angel answered and said to
him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of @d, and was sent to speak to you
and bring you these glad tidings.?° "But behold, you will be mute and not able to
speak until the day these things take place, becaugou did not believe my words
which will be fulfilled in their own time." %! And the people waited for Zacharias,
and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple®® But when he came out, he
could not speak to them; and they perceived that hiead seen a vision in the temple,
for he beckoned to them and remained speechlesS. And so it was, as soon as the
days of his service were completed, that he depaddo his own house.

Without being in Zacharias shoes it is difficultdenstand how he could doubt Gabriel's
message. After all, he was standing in the Holgglaith angel before him. Our text
suggest that the reason he was struggling so mitbhalvat the angel said was because
he was so old and his wife was advanced in yedrmghwmeans that she beyond the
normal child bearing years. His doubt was met wittonsequence. He would not be able
to speak until the day John was born, which irfitsas a sign that what the angel was
saying was true.

The people started getting worried about Zachdmeaswuse it was taking him much
longer to perform his duty. Besides the extra tgpent speaking to Gabriel, | would
imagine he lingered in the Holy place for some tinygng to make sense of what had
just happened to him. When he did finally come th,people surmised from his lack of
speech, his gesturing, and probably the look oifdais that something special happened.

While our text does not come right out and sai @ppears that Zacharias also lost his
hearing. In verse 22, the Greek word behind spesstdan mean loss of speech and loss
of hearing. Also, verse 62 implies that he coultlhear because the people had to make
signs to him. The only reason they would have tkersagns was if he could not hear.
Though unable to speak or hear, he continued tg ocat his duty and then went home.

Luke 1:24 Now after those days his wife Elizabethanceived; and she hid herself
five months, saying,?® "Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days wherHe
looked onme, to take away my reproach among people."



While we can only speculate, why do you thing Bdid hid herself for the first 5
months of her pregnancy? Based on her responsse 25, she felt ashamed that she
had not been able to bear a child. Perhaps sheamagrned that she would miscarry,
which would have made her feel more ashamed becdus®v the people thought back
then, so she hid those 5 months to make sure Bgnancy was going well. Whatever the
reason, she was very thankful to the Lord thatvetnd finally get to have a son and
take away her disgrace among her people.

Luke 1:26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabrielvas sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth,?’ to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Jqse,
of the house of David. The virgin's namevas Mary. 2 And having come in, the
angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favoredne, the Lord iswith you; blessedare you
among women!" ?° But when she savhim, she was troubled at his saying, and
considered what manner of greeting this was*® Then the angel said to her, "Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *' "And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and il call His name JESUS.*
"He will be great, and will be called the Son of tle Highest; and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father David. **"And He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be n@nd.” 3* Then Mary said to the
angel, "How can this be, since | do not know a mart? ** And the angel answered
and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of tle Highest
will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy Oneavho is to be born will be called
the Son of God.

Since we are focusing on John’s background, Ileilbur text speak for itself. Notice
what that angel says next:

Luke 1:36 "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative hasalso conceived a son in her old
age; and this is now the sixth month for her who wacalled barren. ' "For with
God nothing will be impossible.” *® Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of
the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from
her.

Elizabeth and Mary were related. Gabriel point Wesd if God could cause Elizabeth to
have a child, then it He is not going have any [@mis giving her child though she is a
virgin.

Luke 1:39 Now Mary arose in those days and went intthe hill country with haste,
to a city of Judah, *° and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Edibeth. **
And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greetingf Mary, that the babe leaped
in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the HolySpirit. ** Then she spoke out
with a loud voice and said, "Blesse@re you among women, and blessed the fruit
of your womb! **"But why isthis granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should
come to me?** "For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greetirgpunded in my
ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy?® "Blessedis she who believed, for there
will be a fulfillment of those things which were téd her from the Lord."



As soon as Mary greeted Elizabeth, John leapedrinvomb and she received a
revelation from the Holy Spirit. As far we know,ifdbeth had no idea that Mary was
pregnant much less the details behind her pregnaatyhe Holy Spirit revealed this to
her and she felt honored to have Mary with her.e€JBlizabeth said what was revealed to
her, Mary begins speak great praises to God.

Luke 1:46 And Mary said: "My soul magnifies the Lord, ** And my spirit has
rejoiced in God my Savior. *® For He has regarded the lowly state of His
maidservant; For behold, henceforth all generationsvill call me blessed.*® For He
who is mighty has done great things for me, And hylis His name. *° And His
mercy is on those who fear Him From generation to generation®! He has shown
strength with His arm; He has scatteredhe proud in the imagination of their
hearts. *? He has put down the mighty fromtheir thrones, And exaltedthe lowly. °3
He has filledthe hungry with good things, Andtherich He has sent away empty>*
He has helped His servant Israel, In remembrance diismercy, > As He spoke to
our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever."*® And Mary remained with her
about three months, and returned to her house.

Luke 1:57 Now Elizabeth's full time came for her tobe delivered, and she brought
forth a son. °® When her neighbors and relatives heard how the Lat had shown
great mercy to her, they rejoiced with her.*® So it was, on the eighth day, that they
came to circumcise the child; and they would haveatied him by the name of his
father, Zacharias. ® His mother answered and said, "No; he shall be dald John."
®1 But they said to her, "There is no one among yourelatives who is called by this
name." % So they made signs to his father -- what he woulthve him called. °® And
he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, His name is John." So they all
marveled. ® Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongueosed, and he
spoke, praising God.®® Then fear came on all who dwelt around them; andlathese
sayings were discussed throughout all the hill coury of Judea. ®° And all those
who heardthem kept them in their hearts, saying, "What kind of child will t his be?"
And the hand of the Lord was with him.

As predicted by Gabriel the people were rejoicihgadn’s birth because they knew He
had made it possible for her conceive in her okl &rcumcision was always done on
8" day even if it fell on the Sabbath. | we recestiyv on a video, medically th& 8ay

is the best day to circumcise because the blodtrgdactor is at the highest it will ever
be on the 8 day insuring that that baby does not bleed totdeat

Anytime a person goes against the custom of theitisybound to turn heads. The
people could not understand why Elizabeth woulden&dim John since no one in her
family was named John. This so unusually that thiagted to check with Zacharias to
make sure, and he confirmed it by writing it dowhis really got their curiosity up, but |
bet really shocked them when Zacharias was aldlk@nd hear now.

After being silent all that time, he was ready taipe God for what He had done. This
great event became the talk of the hill countryeyrknew that God was about to make



things happen starting with John and so the unogytef all caused many of them to be
afraid. All they could do was to wait and see wBat had planed for John.

Luke 1:67 Now his father Zacharias was filled withthe Holy Spirit, and prophesied,
saying: °® "Blessedisthe Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redemed His
people, ® And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In tke house of His servant
David, "° As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Whbave been since the
world began, " That we should be saved from our enemies And frotie hand of
all who hate us, "> To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember
His holy covenant, " The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: * To grant
us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our eemies, Might serve Him without
fear, ° In holiness and righteousness before Him all theays of our life. "®"And
you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highst; For you will go before the face
of the Lord to prepare His ways, ’’ To give knowledge of salvation to His people By
the remission of their sins, ”® Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the
Dayspring from on high has visited us;’® To give light to those who sit in darkness
and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into theay of peace." ® So the child
grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the derts till the day of his
manifestation to Israel.

Zacharias being filled with the Holy Spirit bothapses God and prophesies the future
about his son and the coming Messiah. He pointhowtJohn would be one the greatest
prophets, which was confirmed by Jesus (Lk. 7:B&)would be the forerunner for

Christ and would teach the way of salvation by s=ioin of sins, which exactly what
John did as he went around teaching the peopkpent and baptized for the forgiveness
of their sins (Mk. 1:4).

Finally, we get a quick summary of how John grewand became strong in the spirit,
and how he remained in the dessert until the dasahee forth preaching about the
coming kingdom and the coming Messiah.

Now that we have taken a close look a John’s backgt, let's begin examining his
ministry.

As we have learned, John was to be the forerurmmeZtirist. His work was foretold by
two different prophets: Isaiah (Isa. 40:3; Mt. 3aB)d Malachi (Mal. 3:1). Mark’s account
mentions both of these prophetic utterances anesgig a summary of John’s work (Mk.
1:1-6).

There are a couple characteristic traits about fodinstand out and are worth emulating.
1. He was a humble man.
Being humble is hard for some achieve, but if watta be pleasing to God we must

learn to be humble (Jam. 4.6). While John was @tsgl giant who not afraid to speak
the truth, he knew what his mission was and he mal@ved pride or the pursuit of



power overtake him. We can see his humble mindsstveral passages: (Jn. 1:19-28;
Jn. 3:26-30). [Discuss his humility in these verks8sice John was such a dedicated
humble servant of God, Jesus had nothing but higisefor him (Mt. 11:7-15). Jesus
also confirms that we must learn to be humble Jien in order to make it into the
kingdom of heaven (Mt. 18:1-4).

2. He boldly proclaimed God’s truth.

John did not try and sugarcoat his message. Hatddid it was. Many would label him
as being to stern today, but he got his messagssadRead and discuss Mt. 3:1-10 and
Lk. 3:10-14. John also rebuked Herod about hiswitlamarriage (Mt. 14:4; Mk. 6:17-
18).

Preachers should learn from John not to water déaal's truth no matter what the
consequence may be. Every Christian should leatrthlere is nothing wrong with
teaching those around you the truth with boldnBsfuking people for their sins is not
an ugly thing to do. It shows people that you ldwem because you do not want them to
be an enemy of God and have to face the wrath df Gee Word of God teaches us that
we should be willing to rebuke those who sin ancbenage them to turn away from their
sin: (Lk. 17:3; 2 Tim. 4:2; Tit. 1:12-13; 1 Tim.12-20).

John had to face the consequences of his rebukertmd because he was thrown into
prison for it (Mk. 6:17-29). [Discuss these vers&¥hile John’s ministry was short, he
accomplished his goal. Though he was locked upbeheaded, he would have done it
again because he knew it was honor to serve the dradl to be the forerunner for the
coming Messiah.

In a like manner, we should consider it an honoenvve serve the Lord. When we
proclaim His truth in word and in deed, we can krtbet it is worth it no matter what the
consequence of life may be because we know théteer given the promise of eternal
life in heaven as reward for our commitment to hiynslerving the Lord.



